STATE OF ALABANMA
ST COUREY

‘Peraonally appeared before me the undersigned authority
for and in the said County and seid Stats, Albert L. Gedd of
311 South Washington Shreet, Tuscunbis, Alabama, whe being by
me firat duly sworn deposes and says that he 48 a resident of
Tugounbia, Alabomg, and that on August 28y 1943, be with seversli

other persmsg n@mlg; Simon "hits, Louiss Johnson,; ¥irnie #, Johnson,

Inesta Handy and Alfonsa Merritt wers giated in the front room of
Inesta Hondy®s homs lovated at the corner of South Coumong Btrest
"1geumbia, Alabama. Affiants further aver that ghout 2150 peme

four officors came up %0 the house, namly, G. W. Goodwin, Chiof

of Police, Tusoumbia, Alabama, J. W. Patriok, a Hpr. Meedows, chisf

of the Euseles fhoals city police force and Hr. Smith of the A.BeCe
Board of Florence, Alabama., One of the officers gtated mg they
camg up, "What have you got there®y to which Mre. Handy replied,
“Hothing®. Then one of the offliecrs found some whickey snd asked,
"o will claim the whiskey®, ¥rs. Handy replied, °It g in my
house 80 4t iz mine®. The officers conbtinued searching, twe of
the effiesrs went te the back of the houge, I ¢eme through the
house, Alfonca Herritt had also come arcund %o the back of the
heuse, tha officers were probing arownd outside in the yard, then |
plfonoe asked Mrs Handy 4f she had a plok s0 thess msn could uae

it, che atated that she di8 not have a pick, then onse of the officors

asked Alfonsa, What 444 he say end Alfonea repeated his gtatement.

‘Officer Patrick then ordered Merritt %o chut upe. HYrs. Hamndy told

Horritt to come inte the hewss, as he started into the house Hr.
Patrieck approached him end slapped him and staggersd him bockward,
ae he oeme forward gaining his balance without anyihing fuarther
¥r. Patrick shot him in the stomach, end while he lay on the gouund
struck him twice with hig gun then kioked him snd 014 him he

he @uéaa he would shut up nowe. Hr. Fatriék then 1ot «and oaid he
was g@tng to call Bruce Thompson @mder%aning Company, but the
Undortakor never cams. Ha rofused to allow ue %o plek Alfmse

up off the ground, he lay thers about thirty-five {35) minutes.




@ff&@gx ﬂéadowa wags standing at the bagk of the house vhers
he could see the shooting, the other officers were not present,
Alfonea did not have a knéfe or any other weapon nor d4id he

attempt to shbrike the offfcer or abume or surse him in any waye.
While Alfensa was on the ground he raised up and stated, *Top 8ll

ts¢ll the. truth, for I have done nothing nor said nothing te this ‘
mane.® Alfonsa died the next day about 8100 p.n.

Sworn Yo and gubatribed bafore me this the Oth day

of November ,1943
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