DR. RENE HARDRE, ADMITTED AS EEING A YEDICAL EXPERT &
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY + MITCHELL:
My name is Rene Hardre. In August of 195} T was Assistant Pathologist at

Rex Hogpitale. In t capacity 1 went to Women's Prison in August of 1954. I

had occasion to examine the body of Eleanor Rush ich came to us from Woman's

Prison, On the date of Mgust 21, 1954, I performed an autopsy on this body

mn

which had been previously embalmec fhe autopsy revealed that the cause of death

discoloration of the neck with corpression of ! opinal cord., I didn't
[}

have an occasion to talk with any off/the prison of

i

ton, Mise Reinhardt or any of the guards The autopsy w:
the reguest of the coroner of Wake County =nd was performed at |}
No ong ascisted me in performing the topsye The written summ
prepared following the antopsy is as follows:
"The absence of extensive resctlion in the cord at the @ of come=
on euppests that death oecurred quickly, for had death not
occeurred quickly ydy would have | time to respond te the
injury by hemorrhage of local edema, hig allous two sets of theo
as to the course of events, ¥First, the neck ; dislocated w
the prisoner was being gagped 2 compregsion of the cord oceurred
immediately resulting in rapid deaths In this case those handling
the prisoner should have heen aware of the injury and deatli, The
second possibility is, the neck was dislocated while the prisoner
was being pagged but the dislocation was net advanced enough
pressure on the cord, depending on a number of factors. The prison:
and thoge handling her may or may not have been aware of the injury.
Subsequent to the dislocation it would require less force to increase
the dislocation and cause fatal compression of the cord, OSuch a
forrce would have been applied by the prisoner pushing and rubbing
ner face againmst the wall in an attempt to roll the gag out of her
mouth. Such a force would be applied in the same direction as
foree whiech had caused the original dislocation." That is how ]

summarized the case at the time of the autopsy.

In my opinion it would not have been possible for the prisoner to have self-

inflicted the type of injury which I fournd caused her death, The other signs
\

on the body were ‘.'.-:c;'._‘.r:n::'Lr:_? ng of the left corner of the mouth, affecting the




