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Summaries of the ﬂp. Smith, Lee, 1ihabo=132
and Courts cases in Missiseippi. © Uilimhio=d20--

rounuga'_ brief sumaries of the kidnaping and killing
of Emmett Louis 3 the killing of Lamar Smith and Reverend
George W. Lee, and the shooting of Gus Courts - all of which
occurred in the State of Mississippi within the last year. I
understand you desire these summaries for use in connection with
your possible appei e before certain Congressional committees.
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MttLeumTﬂl, a2 Negro teen-age boy and a resident of
Chicago, was taken from the home of a relative near Money (LeFlore

County), Mississippi, on August 28, 1955, by two white men, Roy
Bryant and J. W. . Till's body was found three days later
(Avgust 31) in the Tallahatchie River and in a county of the same
name whiech ujoi.J LeFlore County. According to reports, he was
seized and killed be had a short time earlier "wolf-whistled"
at Bryant's wife.
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Although Department followed developments in the case
closely, no formal federal investigation was wade for the reason
that no violation of amy federal statute was invelved. The Civil
Rights Statute wag inapplicable because neither Bryant nor Milam
enjoyed any offi status or acted under color of any law., Their
acts were those of private individuals and hence were offenses

against the laws __lf Missiseippi only.

As to the nap: aspect, it was suggested that an investi-
gation might ‘been made by the FBI under that portion of the
Kidnaping Statute (w. (b) 18 U.£.0. 1201), which raises a rebute
table MM{ interstate transportation where the kidnaped

person is not re within seven days. This presumption was,
however, in this instance since Till's body was found in
an adjoining sty, a comparatively short distance from the scene
of the kidnmnc? within three days and there was no indication
that he had ever taken across ‘& state line,
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Bryant end Millam weve with and tried for murder in
Tallshatehie County the 1a part of September, Subse-
2 LeFlore County grand jury refused to indict them for

In September rumors reached the Department that two
witnesses to the Leroy Collins and Henry Logan, were

spirited away and up in & Charleston, 1 in
order to prevent from testifying during the of ¥Milam
and Bryant. The nt ordered , of
these rumore since, if such were true, the unlawful jailing of
these two would have constituted a deprivation of
their liberty withe &om The Buresu's investigation
indieated, however, that these rumors were false, and no further
Mpmwﬂ-mmmtamrhmmw

was killed on the lawn at Brookhaven, on
‘wn’m. |

Loeal ' ummmmm
information as to eireumstances of the killing was by
the Departrment 2l no formal investigation was conducted.
Smith was killed, to reports, in a fight with three pri-
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