. THE JESSE THORNTON Ln‘mu

P LR TR L PR B

Luverne is a typical Southern town in the heart of a farming district,
There the farmers gather in the eity on Saturdays in large numbers to bar-
ter and trade. The inhabitants of the little town gatier in publie places
for ome reason or the ot.er.

On June 22, 1940, Jesce Thornton, a colored citizen of that town went
down town to a Negro barbershop. As Jesse end a number of his segquaintan-
oes were standing ia front of the barber shbp one of the officers came
along and Jesse seld to the boys with whom they were all talking, "There
comes Loris Rnodes, Boys." Officer Rhodes overhed4d t.e remark and turned
and questioned him and said, "What did you e colored citizen after
learning that he had been hecrd hesitated {2 i and tried to reocant
and said, "Mr. Deris Rhodes.” The of: »/861ld, "No, you didn't Nigger.
You said 'Doris Rhodes'”,

Doris Rnhodes,” And as qulek as
blaeck Juck and knoecked him dow
As he reached the Jall !
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80 that he attempted to agnin, As he set out to run five shots were

fired at nim but he kept going etteupting to make good his eseape from the
pursuing officer and a Mr, Nolond Ellis and the ever inereasing mob, iHe
ran about three-quarter of a gdle into & field nnd became so exhausted from
the loss of bleed that he sat down upon a terrace and was seen by a white
woman to reach into his poeket and get a handkerchief and mop the bhlood
from his browg The mob continued to pursue and as he looked buck and

made @ futile attempt to continue, he gave up in sheer exhaustion as tLey
overtook him, They brought up a small truck and put him in 1t and osrried
him to & "Dedd End Street" and dragged him from the truck and went a few
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'pﬁﬂ‘s‘ into a swamp vWWre shots were fired and Qy all, whites, returned

from the woods after not more than 20 or 25 miuutgﬁ. Jesse Thornton was

left there,

They want to the City Hall, to the Barber Shop again to learn where
Jegse lived and went to his house and asked his wife where Jesse was as
if they did not know. She told tiem tiat he had gone to town,  They dis-
puted ler and threatened her and told lier that she had better tell where
he was, She told them again that he was down town. They left but they
told her they would come back and she had better tell, They went baek
to the e¢ity or town, to the Mayor's office where ghey had a conference
with the Mayor, T. MeKing, who undoubtedly gave tructions to go back
to the Negro woman's home that night, The ok that night, the
same night of the lynehing, and put he A, N oar an ept her practiocally
all night threatening her:life and 43 fiut she would suffer a similar
fate if she told a tiing, ©She was not Jured or otherwise molested bhut

openZier moutiL to say a word to co=
lored people and would only B{ ! reluetantly to inguiring white peo-
ple tlint she had been N 4t she was told thet they would kill
her 1f she talked tq £ Many whites went to her after this
making inquiries hut ed visitors were few as they feared and were
intimidated.

On Friday, June 28th, Stephen Thompson was fishing el the bank of the
Pataylagga River and seared up a drove of vultures and buzzards snd other
soavensers. Upon investigating Le saw the spectacle of the scavengers
eating a man's body. He went to the city officials and reported his fin-
dings. They had prisoners make a box and took the prisoners, Negroes,
from the streets and went out to the spot and had the priscners put the
decogposed body, what remained of it, in the erude oasket and carried it

to the cemetary, a colored cemetary, and bury it. His wife was not noti-

fied.
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vesse Hhornton aoocam; to reports, had a rop’-tlon of lhonesty in hds
work. His onmioyar state! lagt Sunuer that Jessewwas one cf the most
honest Negroes in the entire county and that he w‘: a very reliable and
industrious Ne:ro. He Lad gharge of a chicken fama for this employer.

The colored pecple sre afraid to salk, intimidated and will not Balk
to anyone anct are afrsld to even write or communicate with anyone. There

are some very gocd and fine white people there hut they are overrun by
those in power or in office who believe in lyneching.




