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n the Land of Jim Crow’

Negro War Hero Slain
for Daring to Vote

-

¥ ' By RAY SPRINGLE.
g Article No. 6. :
"“When they call the roll of Americans who died to make men free,
_tt_t:kt'hal.} h&aric list the name of Pvt. Macy Yost Snipes, black gnan,
T ‘

Déath missed him on a dozen mrip '
loody battlefields oversas, whe! : w ﬂzmthrfour ite

i served his country weH.
.. He came home to die in t en drove up to Macy Sripes’
littered door-yard of his boyho
‘home because he thought th
.m;dorin_dwu for a]i]t Americans, * Ta
and tried to prove it.
‘ It ﬁaan’t that he didn't get fair that the white folks had promised
.warning. He knew what to ex-| 0 kill only the first Negro who
pect. And he got just that. | yoted,” another black man voted
- HWarly in July the white folks &fter Pvt. Snipes. He was right.
v the warning through the he white folks didn't kill him.
ﬂnfom countryside around the | They -just ran him out of the
: suh-warped country hamlet | County.
‘of Rupert, in Taylor County,|_ But even after they had mur-
eorgia. It was brief and to the dered him, the white folks weren't
.Sim,,. The first Negro to vote finished ~with Pvt. Macy Yost
Rupert would be killed, ran Snipes. The Snipes family owned
~word. & little burial plot in a
' : ietery near Rupert. The mdther
father of the dead soldiej ar-
n ged with a Negro undertfker
hought of voting, so his frierfls bury their slain son in Jthe
d me. But when the wdrd ily plot. But the day of ¥he
that he'd die if he diad— eral the undertaker got word
then he decided that he'd vote. £rom Rupert. )
He had never voted. He didn't = “You try to bury that' nigger
know where or how to do it. He here and you better have another
went to Butler, the county seat, gErave ready for yourself.” The
to register. There they told him Undertaker had a plot in another
he'd have to go back to his home cémetery at the other end of the
ywn of Rupert to register, and County, That's where Macy Snipes
er, The white folks in Zests. . s / ]
upert let him register. There .
e already a few Negro names
the'.fagl_stry lists.” .
Bright and early on election day
cy. appeared at the polling

Fi, m—

ords riddled him with bul-
.and drove off.

WARNING
Macy Yost Snipes hadn't e

Y ORDERED OUT
. But it wasn't enough to murder
the returned veteran and deny his
Ma b 'I:loody Elix’;is.l bec:;.:;fa he had noug‘l;t
Lt . Afterward Mac ‘overthrow white supremacy by
£33 "a friend that the white folks (ST NN of daithe box. The
on the Election Board appeafed white folks decided that' they
tperis dazed” as he ~ast his bafiot, | anted none of Macy Snipes’ fam-

- ke ; in their midst, either, The
“‘.I?.‘_'wﬁ-:'nk“"r:tli;y ﬁholg::; E;dd Snipes family where hard-woffking
\ughingly to his friend who #ld '“f&?% i”{fd -fa?é“;’ufw“’ tlj{m
Uj . erég which provided them a
:;::.'dl‘:;ry of ‘how & Geolgla ter-than-ordinary competpnce.

Pyt. Si g hey were warned that theyMhad
: -ﬁ?{f’?&f}dﬁrﬁ"ﬁf;&' I;;:: e;ttﬂ get out of the county.

‘-':- y dead when he o'l:e:’;;“,}bef Wh:t happened to
: our-son,” one note read,
ﬁepgﬁ?giten;ﬁk: ?&:E lg.l hti]: \.\?:IT:' ¢ MhedSHIp;stamg]y "ro}{d tlilie{r
around another week before they fn Ofito mow. orth.  They live
buried him, =g Lo

oﬂe..m\ned him out, and after

. courage from the fact'

Georgia
26,1948

And what _the champions
of racial p%o murdered
Maecy Snipes? Well, one Willia:
Cooper proudly clajmed the hono
of having fired the shots th
dropped the young veteran |
front of his own thresheld,

HIEEERS VERSION

He hunted up the Coroner and
explained that he and his friends
‘were just trying to collect §10 that
Macy Snipes had borrowed from
him. When Snipes told him he
hadn't any money he said he told

| Macy to go to work for his com-

panion, a sawmill owner, and the
sawmill man would pay off Macy's
$10 debt.

“You don't get me in no sa
mill,"” wasg Macy's reply, accordin
to Coopet. A few more heate
words, sald Cooper, and Mac;
started toward his door, sayin
“I've got something in the hous
that’ll move you fellows off.”

“That's when I shot him,” ex-
plains Cooper. There was ho gun
on Private Snipe's body but there
was $40 in his pocket and all the
members of the Snipes family had
through “the years built ucf a repu-
tation for paying their debts,

TWO HONOR RQELS
| “Justifiable killing . in self-de-
fense,” was the verdict.

‘Well, what price a monument
for Private Macy Yost 8nl
now? i LTI

But surely, even if you're bl

/S

&0 ' France, or Germany or on |

if you've died for your country

or Iwo Jima, the white f6lks
forget your color and remember
only that you were a hero! ;

Reader, you don’t know. Here is
the ultimate in Jim m.

In every Southern town you'll
find not one by two honor rolls,
one for white, one for black, some-
‘times side by side, oftener the
Negro honor roll hidden in the
dingy Negro section.

. No Negro is going to contam-
inate the white race by getting his
name on the same honor roll with
a white man even if he did die a
hero.in the service of his country.
Tomorrow: The Delta Country,
Last t; of Feudalis
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