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President John F, Kennedy “‘m‘m \

Haahi.ngton, D, C.

Dear Sirs

A

1 am writing to you because I feel that my wife's inhuman
treatment 18 not an isolated case, but to thousands of Ne- |
groes in the heart of the Black Belt, it is symbolic of a. ;Qg
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syscem of lawlessness perpetrated by State Cfficials against .
Negroes, The action or inaction of the Federal Government

in this case may have considerable import on future race vee- |
Lations in this area, 3

I wrote you in July ébnnétntng mﬁ wife but 28 yet I have

received no reply. | 0
& ! L ; & f . !

To briefly restats what happeneds My wife went down to Ca- rl >
milla jail to take food and clothing to some of the juveniles RS RRQ)
who were incarcerated in the Camills County jall, '}w‘dt ~
P G _ : )

They had becn arrasted by the Albany Police Force., They wenecﬁﬁh’qfi
peacefully demonstrati ainst the denlial to Nezroes of con- -

gtitutionally guarantazﬁ :fghts.

The deputies in Camilla weuld not allow anmy elothing or food
to be left, They also began to curse the Albanisnc very ve-
hemently who had driven down to see the juveniles and requested

that they leave the jall grounds immediately.

iy wife was five months pregnant and because she did not run
or walk as fast as the rs, all of the venom of the Sheriif

- and the deputy was directed against her, She was knocked dowm

:ﬁ both of them, and was kickad once or twice on her buttocks
ile she lay on the ground unconscious, to this we have sworn
testimony,

Last month the baby was born dead, My wife has glven birth
to three other children and never encountered any difficulty,

Our pgz:tclan, Dr, J. L, Shirley, Jr,, stated that he felt
that brutal attack was the major cause of the baby not

living. //j%/éyg,/ﬁgada/::?/iaig
Many Negroes who have constantly watched this situation ha
asked me what action has the Federal Government taken, AL

this stage I can only reply, none. , A
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Many have further stated that when and if such happens to
them (and knowing the determination of the whites in this
area to resist all social change, it is no doubt that it
will occur again) that they will not rely on the F, B, I,,
or any other Federal Agency to take action., As I had prior-
ly stated to many of these Negro Citizens here, this inci-
dent concerning my wife is a symbol and actions taken or not
taken by the Govermment bear very heavily upon future race
relations in our area.

When decent, law abiding Negro Citizens who are leaders in
their community are subjected to such flagrant abuse of

their civil rights and The Federal Government sits by mute
and withdrawn, the words of Demoeracy and Freedom should turn
sour in our mouths,

For if such had happened to any white female, all Heavem nor
hell, could have kept the cumulative Federsl Agencies from
working simultaneously to bring the guilty parties to trial.

Although a few whites try to fight the shameful legacy of
America’s treatment of its Negro Citizenry, by and far, the
majority of the United States whites, no matter what positions
they hold, have two standards for the application of the law,
one for wﬁttes and one for Negroes, The treatment of my wife
confirms this without a doubt.

In conclusion, I demand that the responsibility of your ofe
fice express {tself in bringing to justice the parfetrators

of this injustice, and restore Negroes confidence in the Fede=-
ral Government, which at this time i3 badly shaken,

Yours truly,
Slater H. King AZ>
C. C. to Atty General Robert Kennedy

U. S, Justice Department



