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The vietim in this case was picked: up at his home five (5) miles West
of Hayneville at approximately 1:3"0 on the morning of October 22, 1957
and taken .3 mile from his home and shot. This shootin: is alleged to
have been witnesses by his nother,l Beatrice Hamilton.

This investigation predicated nponf & request by Sheriff Frank Ryals,
Lowndes County and upon an order from Chief T, J, Carlisle, Investigative
and Ifentification Division, De;ar"u_ent. of Fublic Safety.

The writer was contactsd by Chief Carlisle at 11:40 A.M. Getober 22, 1957
and advised to go to Hayneville, Lowndes County, Alabsma the following
morning to assist the Sheriff in the killing; of a Negro male.

The writer contacted Deputy Sheriff Joe Jackson at Hayneville at 10:30
A. M. October 23, 1957 and started on the investigation of the killing
of Roger Hamilton, C/M, age 18. NMr, lieorge McCurley, the employer of
the victim, was contacted and he stated that this Negro had worked for
hiz on his farm all ‘of kis life, that he had never known of him being in
any trouble, but that he knew very little about where he went or what he
did when he wasn't woriing. He stated that Beatrice Hamilton, mother of
the victim, came tc his house somotime belween 1:30 and 2:00 Tuesday
morning, Uctober 22, 1957, and woks him up and told him that Roger

bad been shot and wanted him to call the Sheriff. He stated that the
Negro woman said that she didn't know anythin, about who sh-{ Lhm Legro
and didn't mention any white men ag having done it at first, but later
stated thet tw (2) white men in a truck nid carried him off from the
house. : : ; )

. 1 .
Freglon Fields, C/K, age 13, & nephfgv of the victiam and lived in the
same house with the victim, stated thal nhe heard the vehicle come up -
the lane to the nouse ard that he hlard somecne call Hoper five (5)
times. He said after anout the secomnd Lime Hozer wus called, his
grandmother, reatrice, lamilion, called loger and told him to get up
that someone oulside wanted him. :¢ stated that Hozer gob up and went _
out the door of the room in wnich :.l'"'aey were sleepin, onto the porch.
I
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He further stated that in a {ew minutes he heard the vehicle's door slar and that it
turned around and drove back down Lhe lane towards the road and that after the door
slammwed, his grandmother got up and opened the door leading from her roor out omto the
porch, tbat she then came to the door of the roox in which he was sleeping and called
him and tried to get him to yget up and go with her and follow the truck, but that he
told her there was no uss of following the vehicle to see where Roger was going.

Hattie Mae Edwards and Hattie Lewis, two (2) Negro girls who live Kast of Hayneville,

were questioned in reference to the victim, Hattie Mae Edwards stated that she had

been going with the victim for about two (2) years but that they quit going togethsr

a couple months ago and that he had started going with Hatie Lewis but that she had

never heard of any fuss or argument about him going with Hattie Lewis. Hattie Lewis '
wag contacted and stated that she had been going with the victim a couple of months
and that she had been going with no one else since that time, that she turned down ’
all the boys for Hoger.

P

Beatrice Hamilton, mother of the victim, was interrogated by the writer and the
following information was obtained. Shs stated that she was lying in bed smoking \
and heard a vehicle coming up towards the house, that it cams up and turned around and .
then she heard somsone call Roger twice and that she herself called Hoger and told him '

to get up, Lhat somebody outside wanted him. She said that she went to the front door
of her room when the vehicle first drove up but that she did not unlatch the door but
turned and went to the dcor in Roger's room and called aim, then when Roger got up and
went out his door to the porch she went back to her front door and unlatched it and
cracked the door just a little bit. Bhe stated that she heard Roger and whoever had
called him mumbling, but did not ever hear any words plain. She further stated that
she was peeping ocut the dcor and could see the truck standing outside the yard, that
t was a green piclup truck and that it was & white man who was standing talking to
moger in the yard, that after talking a few minutes in the yard Roger and the man went
to the truck and leaned up against the truck and talked some more. She did not know
Just how long but assumed it was about f3ive (5) minutes. Then she stated that she
saw the man put his band on Roger and koger goi in the truck and the man got in beside
him, then as the truck drove back down Lhe lane she called to Preston to get up and go
with her to see where they were taiing Roger. He would not get up and she stated that
her otber children all got up and tried to keep her from going out of the house, but
ipat ehe shoox them ilcose, slipped on & coat and shoes and followed the Lruck down the i
lane from her house and when she got to the cattle gap at the end of the lane and on

Just a little ways beyord the cattle gap in th. road s5iv: vew the truck stopped in the

road and that she could see Hogar and one man standing out on the ground and that she

saw this man pull out & pistol and as he pointed the pistol at Roger, she screamed, c. -
"Lord, don't shool my boy", and at this instant the pistol fired and ltoger fell to the
ground and the man got back in the truck and it immediately drove away on towards the
highway and that she went on down to where Roger wne 1¥ing on the ground and Lhat she .
flashed her flashlight down on his face. She stated Liut although she had a flashlight
when she left the house, tha! she bad never turned it on until she reached Roger lying
on the ground and when she saw that Hoger had been shol in the forehead, she turned and
went to kr. Ueorge MeCurley's residence to get him to call the Sheriff.

The writer had Beatrice Hamilton point out to idm Just where she was slanding in her
room and how she was pesping out the door to see what was going on and il was learned
that she could nol possibly have seen the two (2) man, Hoger and the unknowr man, stand-
ing in the yard where she stated they were standing. She also pointed out which side
of the truck Hoger was put in amt according to the stalemente she mede in reference o
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how the truck was standing, Hoger would have been put in on the drivers side, vhich
would have been impossible il the driver was still under the wheel and she stated

that there was never but one man out of the car. There was a hedge between the front

of this house and where the truck was parked and since it was approxima tely 1:30 in

the morning it is doubtful that Beatrice Hamilton could have determined the color of
the truck or the color of the men who carried him away. She stated to the writer that
wvhen she reached the point to where she could see the shooting that she saw a tag on
the truck, When questioned as to the color of this tag, she stated that it was a yellow
tag with black mumerals on it. There is doubt that anyone could have told whether—ér-not
this tag was yellow, white or gray., It is the opinion of the writer that at that time
of night that the only color that could have been distinguished would have been light

or dark and at no time was this vehicle in the light. It is hard to conceive that
Beatrice could have determined the color of either the truck or the tags,

It is the opinion of the writer that Beatrice Hamilton, although sincere in her belief
that her statement is true, that due to emotional upset of her son being killed that
in 211 probability she is mistaken in many respects to what she stated. At the present
time there is no clue as to what could have been the motive for this killing. The
Negroes that were questioned were questioned along the lines of racial unrest or any
activity that the victim may have had slong these lines or any activity that any member
of his family may have bad and nc information was obtaimsd zs to any one having been
involved in any wa#4 in the racial dispute no¥ could any clue be obtained as to any
argument the victim may have had with any one in reference to his girl friends or to
any gambling that he might bave been involved in,

This investigation is teing continued by the Sheritf's Department of Lowndes County,
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