FD-302 "(8-8-57) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA = "N
: INTERVIEW REPORT

| : Mr, CHARLTON ¥, lurREE, ﬁ@r@ner, ?avrallhﬁoﬂnhy,‘
EaW$an, Georgia, advised that he was advised of WILLIE '
COUNTRYMAN'& gdeath on May 25, 1958. He stated he called a
Coroner's Jury on May 26, 1958, to determine the cause of
COUNTRYMAN' 5 deaﬁh. He furﬂishaﬁ a letter which Pﬁaﬁﬁ as

follows:

M, (ATHEN
EAW%QE, &E@wwxﬁ.

“Wa, the Coroner's Jnry; find that Willile
ﬁ@ﬁnﬁrymam came to his death from gunshot wounds
infilcted by Patrolmen W. B, Cherry of the Dawson

 Police fovee on the 25th day of May, 1958,

“Eviﬁmnma submitted indicabed that raﬁr@lman
ﬁharry was acting in 1ine of duty and in self-defense,

- - -

Mr. BuFREE stated hhmt ha gaw the knife at th@ ~
Coroner's inguest which was offered as evidence. He deseribed
the knife as being a switbhbiade knife 10 to 12 inches long ,
_when open. He stated that the point was broken off the kmife blade
and the blade was very dull., He stated he believed the handle was
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of metal, possibly painted hlack or br@wn at one time.

- It appeared to be made of stamped steel, The imife was

~ eone-bladed and must be opened by hand, and it had two
‘mabeh stems in the handle to make possible qulek opening
of the blade, He gtated that testimony was offered at the
inguest which indicated that the knife was in COUNTRYMAN's
hand under him when he was pilcked up from the ground to be
~ plased on the ambulance cot, He stated that testimony
reflected that vietim COUNTRYMAN Jumped from the shadow of
8 tree and grebbed subject CHERF opund the neck as CHERRY
was welking to the house in back of COUNDRYMAN's home, He
stataa that the offlcers stated at the iwquﬁst that COUNTRYMAX
gald, "What sre you ---- doing down here?" He stated the
@ffisera testified that they crossed a vacant lot to the
~house in back and that they went past a tree loecated in
CCUNTRYMAN's baeck yard, HANPCOCK was proceeding in front,
CHERRY following him, thus making it possible for COUNTRYMAN
to grab CHERRY, CHERRY broke: lmeae and ghot COUNTRYMAN,

Mr, DuPREE stated that the records of the Coroner's
hearing were turned over to the Clerk of Buperier &auvt anﬁ
would be avaiiable if needed.,

Mr, DuPREE aaid;he diﬁ not wish to give a signeﬂ
statement.
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