ffice of the -3uperintendex‘o£ Police

Negfo Willmer @uith (C) January 165th, 194l
3ot and Killed by Detc. William Grosche

At 10:16 p. me Wednesday January 15, 1lv4l Detectivee
william Grosch and Andrew Arnold, notified thies office as follows:

At 6:3U p. m, Wednesday January 15, 1941 Detectives
William Grosech and sndrew Arnold, returned to the eity from ‘etroit
Michigan with Willmer Smith, Aliases Willmer lioore, Coat-tail, red, and John
Saunders (0) Age 39 years, with No Home, who is wanted in thie eity
for the murder of Patrolman Lester Johneon, on January 13, 1930 at
Z8planade and Ramrart Streets.

While at the 3rd precincet ‘tation the negro Smith was
farther gueetioned and admitted to the shooting and murder of Patrolman
Lester Johneon, and gtated that at the time of the murder he abandoned
his automobile on the scene and left the eity on the same night going
to the home of his sieter at Vacharie, Lu,, and then he left hie gun
at the howe of his =icter and that if we too k him to hie sister'e home
he would get the gun, that 1- 4f his eleter ¢till lived thete as he
had not seen her since.

Detectives Andrew Arnold and Willlsw “rosch, put the
negro 3with in the Police car to take him to Vacharie to try and recover
the sun, Detective Arnold was driving the car and while on the Air line
Highway near LaBar Road the negre eowplained that he had a call of
nature and had to go at once. Detective andrew iArnold etopped the csar
and a® Detective William Groech got out of the car with the negro
Smith, in baek of the automobile the negro Smith, struck .etective
over the head with the hand cuffe which were around hie wriets, knocking
Detective Grosch to the groun', Detective Williawn Crosch grabbed the
negro and hollowed for Detective .irnold who wae on the front seat of
the asutomobile. Detective irnold got out of the car while Jetective
William Crosh wase ecuffling with tho negro, and Detective Willian
Groech fired one inefectual shot to try and etop the negroe. Grosch
while scuffling with the negro etruck him with hie regulation revolver
to try end subdae hin, b t 28 Arnold und Oroech were =cuffling with
the negro he manared to get hie two hande over Detective William Grosch's
head with the handcuffe on and attempted to choke the officer, when
NDetective William Grosch fired the second ghot which etruect the negro
in the neek he fell to the ground dragging Crosch with him,.

Charity Hospital Ambulance wae summoned and Sheriff's
Barl Rowling 2nd John Stewart were aleo notified and arrived
on the gcene and on the arrival of the Ambulance thenegro Smith was
pronounced dead. Dr. Odon, Coroner for Jeffereon Parish wae czalled on the
sgcene and ordered - -the body be brought to Litz Hagan Undertakers for un
Autopeye.



